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~COLORADO SPRINGS, May. 11525
-Erank W. Snepp 3d,.the former Central ™
JIntelligence Agency analyst who wmte—*
a book about tae fall of-Saigon, is in om.»v
.af the most.curious legal binds in this,
country s history.- Hig-eHorts - to: de-
*scfibe how he got where he is to a.pub:_]
-lishers’ group here was sornewhat d:s«*u
mmted -as Mr. Snepp- is not permitted -
‘to-write out. speeclies. He spoke t*gm
‘pofes jotted on scraps ofpaper, . . e
~ On the other hand, it the C.LA. ﬁad
-disapproved of Mr. Snepp’s speaking to |
‘the Associationr off American Publish--.
“ers, ke would have had to write out his -
speech and submit it to the C.I.AZ for- -
censorshnp— -Mr.-Snepp, -whose.-book. -
“¢Decent- Interval’’ eamed him. more *
than $120,000, is “without a penny to rny- -
-Tame’’ and in debt to his publisher and .

‘tofriends. Heis permanently forbidden -7

"0 speak or write about hi3 expenences

with the C.LA.7 6t about what ﬁe

Tearred from them. ™ ) :
—"He has comoleted a novel and that'"
400 must be submitted to the agency for:.
tensorshxp Should he earn any fees by -
speaking. about his  situation, thar®
money can be conﬁscated-by the Gov-
ernment. i ]

Qusﬂoo jof ¢ Contracts gl
"*Mr.-Snepp belisves stmngly in t.he-'_
1mportance and usefuinessof the C.TA. -
to America; he believes the C.I.A. has
to engage in covert operations. He in- -
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" He argued that r.he second contract
superseded the first and that because
fie revealed ng classified information,
he~ didZngt-break the contract. “The
Court.disagreed; if also ruled: that Mr..,
Snepp-was liable under.the laws re-i
garding’ fiduSary: responsibility and;
proceeded to- conn e his eammgs-
from the book,.‘ 30

‘My Conceru Seem

. -Itisever possnble that the Intemal
Revenue Service will demand.that he .
.pay.taxes.on.the _interest the money-]
earned while it was being held in an es-'
crow- account. Mr Sneop Iaughed. and %
S, Xd' <. "~ N 1 sw- - “ “"t y
ﬂ“\[y— sister is a graduate student in.
psychology and considers me’sort of &.
labrat. She wants to see how long I can’
take this without cracking..But “when.-
_ever I start to feel self-plty, I'remem:"
| -ber my Vietnames#/ friends and-what "
Wi ‘they're going~ through and my con-
; cernsseem paltry.’”” - - R
<«+Mr: Srepp spoke on-a panel at the
.meeting --with- -Representative . Les
-\spm, Democrat. of - Wiscounsin, on
. “*Government Secrecy and Book- Pub-
lishing."”- Representative- Aspin $aid
there. were four schools of thought in
_Congress on what to do about the | prob-
'em> _posed_by the Snepp decision.
.#'One,” he said,*‘is backed by the im-
probable coalmon of William_ Colby,
. former.C.I.A. chief, and the Amencan
~Civil Liberties Umon o
~“They want to establisha sma!l cate-
‘gory of real secrets, such as names of
C.1.A. agents, which a person could be -

sisted that his book contained no classi-

" prosecuted for revealing, and then just.

-fied information or any information not.
already in the public domain. The Gov-_]
‘ernrsent has never coniended: that it
Adid:- I i at I
'Mr.Snepp s case, which was decided:.
‘i February by the United States Su.-
Jpreme Court in summary fashion with=",
.out arguments or briefs, turned on con-:
tract law and a side argument’of fiduci-
aryrespons:bxlxty When'he-joined the
“agency, Mr. Snepp signed a-contract:]
agreeing not to write about the agency A
without submitting the manuscnpt fort
“‘prepublication review,’”” .or-censor:;
ship,-and-another contrac;~betore—he—
left the C.I.A. agreeing not. 1o reveal
classified information.

PETEIAN ;;"‘

.to do away with all the rest of the clas--
~sified business_and’ contracts; and
- make prepubhcat\on revx ew voluntary

SEYA second though is tha wehave a
_period of ma.hgn neglect, on the theory
- that it is such a horrendous mess it will
‘eventually fall of its-own weight. The
~third route would be to urge the Admin-"
“istration.-to. clean: up the tangle. of
prepubhcatlon-rewew policies and to
“make it clear who is obhged and who is,
.not,and over What. = - 5i-3 eana
""'Ihe fourth possxbxhty is for* Con-
- gress to write alaw trying to.do that. |

.;But what xf a future Supreme Cou.rt
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]
‘warited to overtum the Snepp decxsxon ';
Would it be deterred if Congress had j !
passed prepublication procedum mm
law?”, -
) Repm«mtanvn ‘Aspin said that g:ven 1
today’s climate in Congress, the cml-,
liberties union’s position had no chance
‘of passage, adding that malign neglect |
was a more hxely option. “[t’s always.
_easier,”” he said, ‘‘to get’ the Congress-
to do nothing than to do something.” . =
He commented tartly on the Govern--
ment’s contention in the. Snepp case
that Mr. Snepp, by revealing the chaos |
that surrounded the pullocut {rom Sai-
gon, had marred the ag°ncy's "appear-
ance of confidentiality.””

‘We’re Getting a Flood of Leaks

]
“If the intelligence services of omer
countries are not cooperating with us
- and our sources are drying up, it’s their
own damn “fault,”” Mr. Aspin said.
“#“They go and leave the names of their !
- agents in.the Embassy files in Saigon !
for the Communists to find, and now
we're getting a flood of leaks about who i
was lined up in Teheran to help in the
hostage-rescue efiort. My God, those
guys are still there th‘-v' lives are in
danger.” - e
» Reomentat;ves of tre pubhshers
association agreed that the best solu- |
“tion would be for the court to reverse it- |
self, the sooner the better. But no one
was 'particularly hopeful about this
'commg‘to _passaDir. Shepp said, “p
can’t sée'that 2 Reagan court would be
~sympathetic, and’ it Mr. Carter is re-;
elected, he’s likely to name Grifiin Ball
to the Court.” Former Attorney Gen-
eral Bell is the man under whom the
Snepp casewas prosecuted.- - A
Mr. Snepp has not been able to get
many invitations to speak. “I'm not
popular on the collége lecture circuit,””
ne said. “If they want anrinside view of
the agency, they gat Colby to speak. If
they want.a dissident view, they get]
someone moreradical thanlam,”” . =~
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